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the similar story of Salmoneus, king of Elis,1 this legend points
to a real custom observed by the early kings of Greece and
Italy, who like their fellows in Africa down to modern times
may have been expected to produce rain and thunder for
the good of the crops.2 The priestly king Numa passed
for an adept in the art of drawing down lightning from the
sky.8 Mock thunder, we know, has been made by various
peoples as a rain-charm in modern times;4 why should it
not have been made by kings in antiquity ?

In this connexion it deserves to be noted that, according The
to the legend, Salmoneus, like his Alban counterpart, was
killed by a thunderbolt; and that one of the Roman kings, of Roman
Tullus Hostilius, is reported to have met with the same end to^fctos
in an attempt to draw down Jupiter in the form of lightning connexion
from the sky.5    Aeneas himself, the legendary ancestor both thVwng
of the Alban and the Roman kings, vanished from the world *nd ^

thunder-
in a violent thunderstorm, and was afterwards worshipped as god.

Jupiter Indiges. A mound of earth, encircled with fine
trees, on the bank of the little river Numicius was pointed
out as his grave.6 Romulus, too, the first king of Rome,
disappeared in like manner. It was the seventh of July,
and the king was reviewing his army at the Goat's Marsh,
outside the walls of the city. Suddenly the sky lowered
and a tempest burst, accompanied by peals of thunder.
Soon the storm had swept by, leaving the brightness and

i. 3. 9. The king is called Romulus     Adversus nationcs* v. 1-4.
by Livy, Remulus by Ovid, Aremulus         4 See above, vol. i. pp. 248, 251.
by Aurelius Victor, Amulius by Zon-         6 Apollodorus, i. 9. 7; Virgil, Acn* vi
aras, Amulius or Arramulius by Dio-      592sgg.\ T?\vaytNatfffist.i\.i4O,xxviii,
dorus, and Allodius by Dionysius.      14 (referring to the first book of L.
A tale of a city submerged in the Alban     Piso's Annals); Livy, i. 31. 8; Aurelius
lake is still current in the neighbour-     Victor, De mris illustribus^ 4 ; Zon*
hood. See the English translators'     aras, AnnaL vii. 6. According to
note to Niebuhr's History of Rome? i.      another account Tullus Hostilius was
200. Similar stories are told in many     murdered by his successor Ancus Mar-
lands. See my note on Pausanias,      tius during a violent storm (Dionysius
vii- 24. 6.                                               Haliearnasensis, Antiquit* Rom, iii.

1  See above, vol. i. p. 310,                   35 ; Zonaras, /.*.).

2  See above, vol. i. pp. 342 sqq.              fl Livy, i. 2. 6; Ovid, Metam. xiv.
8 Pliny,  Nat,  Hist. ii.  140, xxviii.      598-608 ;   Pliny, Nat. Hist, iii.  56 ;

13 S4*    Other writers speak only of     Dionysius   Halicarnasensis,  Antiquit,

Numa's skill in expiating the prodigy     Rom,  i.  64 ; Servius on Virgil, Aen.

or evil omen of thunderbolts.     See     i,  259; Aurelius Victor, Qrigo gentis

Livy, i. 20.  7; Ovid, Fasti, \\\. 285-     Romanac>   14.    Only the  last writer

348; Plutarch, Numa^ 15; Arnobius,     mentions the thunderstorm.
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